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                   Week of January 5, 2018 

Session Starts 

This week is mainly speechifying… but put this in your back pocket: this is Sen. Rob 

Schaaf’s final session.  And he hasn’t pre-filed a single bill.  That says he’ll have 

nothing to lose by trying to kill anything he doesn’t like.  Welcome to session 

folks….. 

 

 

Silvey for PSC 

Governor Eric Greitens appointed Sen. Ryan Silvey to the Public Service Commission.  

It’s a power move that relieves the governor and Pro Tem Ron Richard of a consistent 

Republican critic in the Senate.  Silvey, chair of the Commerce Committee where utility 

bills are normally assigned, is qualified for the appointment.   

 

Silvey is taking the spot held by former Sen. Stephen Stoll, a Democrat, whose term 

expired Sunday, December 31.  With Silvey the PSC will tilt to a 3-2 Republican 

majority.  And it may signal the end of Daniel Hall’s tenure as chair. We’ll see if the 

governor designates a new chair in the coming weeks.  

 

The appointment will put Silvey’s Senate seat in play.  Although others may test the 

waters, the expectation is that Rep. Kevin Corlew will be the Republican nominee.  The 

Dem side may have a bit of jostling and elbowing as there are three qualified state 

representatives: Reps. Lauren Arthur, Jon Carpenter and Mark Ellebracht.  

 

It’s a lean Democratic district.  However Corlew is a Republican with crossover appeal in 

the same vein as Silvey, so depending who lands on both sides of the ticket, it’s likely to 

be a hard-fought race. 

 

 

Richard and the ‘Brownback Thing’ 

At his post-adjournment press conference Senate Pro Tem Ron Richard sounded a note 

of caution about tax reform and tax cut bills.   

“I like low taxes too but I’m going to be very careful to make sure we’re not endangering 

this institution, this building, the taxpayers after I’m gone beyond repair.  I don’t want a 

Brownback thing.” 

http://www.moscout.com/
http://www.senate.mo.gov/18info/bts_web/sponsoredby.aspx?SessionType=R&legislatorid=448
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MCN Still Off Committees 

At her post-adjournment press conference Senate Minority Leader Gina Walsh said that 

she’s not putting Sen. Maria Chappelle-Nadal back on committees.  Walsh: “Why 

would I put her back on… I have the support of my caucus…” 

 

Chappelle-Nadal was removed after her Facebook post hoping for President Donald 

Trump assassination.   

 

 

Mantovani to Self: Happy New Year 

Businessman Mark Mantovani who’s waging an insurgent campaign against incumbent 

Steve Stenger for St. Louis County Executive put $250,000 into his campaign account 

on New Year’s Eve – the final day of the fundraising quarter.  This bring his total self-

funding investment in the campaign to $750,000. 

 

 

$750K to We Are Missouri 

Another huge union check was recorded this week… $750,000 from United Brotherhood 

of Carpenter & Joiners of America to We Are Missouri.  That’s the campaign committee 

to attempt to reverse the legislature’s passage of right to work.   

 

This enormous check puts the campaign over $3 million raise as last year’s large checks 

added up to over $2.3 million. 

 

 

DESE Corrects Gubby Spox 

This December 26 Missourian article (see it here) pits two state government 

communication officials against each other to try to uncover the truth. The governor’s 

man, Parker Briden, gets schooled. 

 

Pull Quote: Briden said there has not been a performance increase to match the funding 

increase. So we looked at data for student performance on standardized tests. Sarah 

Potter, the communications coordinator for the Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education, said Briden is wrong.  Missouri Assessment Program, or MAP, is 

the primary measure for K-12 schools in Missouri.  MAP scores actually increased in all 

content areas between 2016 and 2017. English language arts saw a 1 percent increase, 

math saw a 1.4 percent increase, science saw a 2.1 percent increase, and American 

government saw a 1.7 percent increase…. 

 

 

http://www.moscout.com/
https://www.columbiamissourian.com/news/politifact_missouri/fact-check-governor-s-spokesman-fudges-on-education-funding-performance/article_d60a2a7e-e750-11e7-b373-0b4cb5a29384.html
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Meredith Not Running in for Re-Election 

Word is circulating the Rep. Sue Meredith has decided not to run for a fourth term. 

Meredith has been a consistent liberal voice representing House 71 (St. Louis County).  

The early favorite to replace her is La Donna Appelbaum.  Look for Meredith’s 

husband, Mike, to serve as Appelbaum’s treasurer. 

 

 

Hoover to Hang Out a Shingle 

Cara Hoover will be leaving KCP&L government affairs in-house team after 9 years 

with the company. She will be opening her own contract lobbying firm, Heartland Policy 

Advisors, where she will still represent KCP&L, among others, in Jefferson City 

 

 

Session Fuels MMJ Uncertainty 

AP reports that “Attorney General Jeff Sessions…  is going after legalized marijuana. 

Sessions is rescinding a policy that had let legalized marijuana flourish without federal 

intervention across the country…. The move will leave it to U.S. attorneys where pot is 

legal to decide whether to aggressively enforce federal marijuana law. The move likely 

will add to confusion about whether it’s OK to grow, buy or use marijuana in states 

where it’s legal, since long-standing federal law prohibits it….” 

 

And 

Rep. Shamed Dogan responds tweeting… This is a waste of law enforcement resources 

and a slap in the face to voters and legislators around the country. Thank you 

@SenCoryGardner for standing up for federalism against Jeff Sessions' federal tyranny. 

 

Also 

Speaker Todd Richardson says that the legislature is the “best place” for medical 

marijuana to be decided.  Listen to him here. 
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